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Level-set based optimal stator design of interior permanent magnet motor for torque ripple
reduction using phase-field model.

S. Lim, S. Min, J. Hong
Automotive Engineering, Hanyang University, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Interior permanent magnet (IPM) motor is widely used for various industrial applications such as
power source of hybrid electric vehicle due to its high power density and efficiency. However, the
reluctance torque which increases the average torque leads to high torque ripple, the major cause
of motor’s noise and vibration. Many studies for torque ripple reduction of IPM motor have been
performed through the control of parameters representing the geometry of motor configuration.
Recently Kwack et al.[1] used the level-set based topology optimization method and obtained the
optimal distribution of ferromagnetic material in the stator of IPM motor dropping torque ripple
magnificently, but unfortunately having complicated boundaries difficult to manufacture.

To get the optimal stator design satisfying both demanded performance and manufacturability, a
new design optimization method using level-set and phase-field approach is proposed in this paper.
To distribute the level-set function according to phase-field concept, upper and lower limits are
introduced to make the gradient of level-set be zero and then fictitious interface energy can be for-
mulated in terms of the field variable[2]. The fictitious interface energy term so-called Chan-
Hilliard energy[3] plays an important role in generating the smooth boundary of the optimal con-
figuration. The optimization problem is formulated to minimize two values, one is torque ripple by
adjusting torque values at any rotor angle to the constant target torque, and the other is the fictitious
interface energy for making interfacial region to become narrow. The coefficient of complexity(t)
multiplied with the interface energy is employed to control the smoothness of boundary.

The proposed method is applied to obtain the optimal stator design of 12 pole-18 slot IPM motor
designed for a traction motor of hybrid electric vehicle. The reference design of which the average
torque is 58.2Nm and the torque ripple is 91.3% is illustrated in Fig. 1 with the design domain. The
volume fraction is fixed to 0.8 and < is varied from 0 to 1x10"-7 for controlling smoothness of opti-
mal configuration. Fig. 2 depicts the optimal stator design of IPM motor according to each t and
the corresponding torque curves are shown in Fig. 3. It is noted that the boundary of optimal sta-
tor shape becomes simpler to ensure manufacturability as t increased within a little loss of torque
performance. It is summarized in Table 1 that optimal rotor shape with the control of T provides
13.1%, 12.7%, 13.2%, and 14.9% increase in the average torque and the torque ripple measured by
the difference between maximum and minimum torque is decreased to 9.6%, 13.2%, 16.3% and
18.5%, respectively. It is expected that the proposed method provides flexible representation of
structural boundaries for the design of [IPM motor.
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Table 1. Comparison between reference and
optimal design
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Fig. 2 Optimal stator design: (a) t=0 (b)
1=1x10"-8 (¢) T=5x10"-8 (d) T=1x10"-7
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Fig. 1 Configuration of IPM motor: (a) ref-
erence design (b) design domain
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Fig. 3 Torque curves of optimal design
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